
Hi from Palestine HoME - Heart of the Middle East! 
 
I'd like to talk about intellectual honesty for a minute. 
 
Intellectual honesty is about confronting, not avoiding, subjects that make us uncomfortable, areas of our 
lives in which we are ignorant, parts of our belief systems that may not hold up to scrutiny. 
 
It's not easy to leave the nest, to choose to be genuinely open minded about an issue, regardless of 
where it will lead (I know this firsthand). But once you've begun to entertain that possibility, you can't 
easily step back. Cognitive dissonance will hound you. You can drown it out, ignore it - but how much 
healthier to acknowledge it and seek the truth? 
 
A friend of mine, the one whose question sparked this article (which I sent you last week, but it's worth 
sending again in case you missed it), is now living with major cognitive dissonance. He asked me for 
"proof" that Israel regularly arrests children - thinking I couldn't come up with the goods, because Israel is 
innocent of this sin. But...I could, and it is. Hundreds of thousands of people saw the proof, but not my 
friend. Now he must have a bothersome voice in the back of his head, telling him to stop pretending and 
practice intellectual honesty. 
 
Many more people need to be painted into this corner (lovingly). They need to be confronted with the 
facts (about Palestine and Israel, just as a random example), and then they need to make a choice. If 
they choose to stay with Israel, at least they know they're allying themselves with apartheid. 
 
I'm climbing off my soapbox now. 
 
Among the many injustices in Palestine/Israel last week, a 16-year-old girl was gunned down at close 
range at an illegal checkpoint near Jerusalem. Eyewitnesses indicate that she was told to remove her 
naqab (veil) and she refused. Possibly she tried to stab an Israeli police officer. Even if she did (and 
especially if she didn't), she did not deserve to die. I wrote about the many wrong assumptions in Israeli 
minds that enabled it to happen, and wrong perspective in our minds that too quickly find the killing 
acceptable. 
 
On a happier note, there is a growing movement among young Western Jews to challenge the Israeli 
narrative and seek out the Palestinian voice. You can read about it here if you're interested. 
 
That's all for today!  
 
(By the way, if you're interested in hosting a presentation about Palestine for a group of friends, a club, 
Bible study, or anyone else who might be interested, please contact us - we'd love to come and give a 
talk!) 
 
As always, keep the people of Palestine in your thoughts and prayers, and please encourage a friend to 
read up on Palestine and stand with us!  
 
--  
Kathryn Shihadah 
Palestine Home 
palestinehome.org 
 


